The University of Texas Health Science Center at San Antonio: experience with foot surgery in diabetics.
The authors present their experience, at the University of Texas Health Science Center at San Antonio, with foot surgery in patients with diabetes mellitus. It is important to note that the results that follow are a reflection of the authors' experience with foot surgery in these patients from 1980 to 1985. The authors report two separate groups of patients: those who underwent elective foot surgery and those who underwent ablative foot surgery for an infected diabetic foot with necrosis. Also reviewed is the etiology of diabetic foot deformities and ulcerations. It has been the authors' experience that elective prophylactic surgery in patients with diabetes and an intact vascular status produces good results. Patients with an infected diabetic foot, providing they demonstrate adequate vascular status, have a high percentage of healing with early surgical intervention.